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10 month leases available!

$99 Security Deposit and 2, 3, 4 Bedroom and Roommate Matching Available.

$475-$625 PER MONTH

Convenient
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Only 1.5 miles to Union
10 and 12 payment leases available
On-site management
The bus route is every 10 minutes
Utility package available
Individual leases
Roommate matching available

Equipped
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Private bedrooms each with own bath
9 foot ceilings with crown molding
Full size washer and dryer
Clubhouse with 24 hour fitness center
31 seat theater, free for residents
24 hour computer lab
Group study room & game room
Resort style pool
Fully furnished or unfurnished

We are on the 22 Illini route now and it runs every 10 minutes.

CALL US TODAY! 217. FOR.RENT
Professionally Managed By: Green St Realty

1901 N Lincoln Ave, Urbana, Illinois 61801 • 217-367-7368 • CapstoneQuarters.com

EDITORIAL

AsianCampusTribune September 2021 p3

Singapore is becoming a New Destination for Studying Abroad
with limited recognition being one of them. If a junior
college student wants to enter an undergraduate college,
they will have fewer connections and subsequently, more
difficulty in admission.
In contrast, studying in a
polytechnic institute in Singapore, which is equivalent
to the junior college level
in China, has a much wider
range of recognition and
subsequent career progression paths.

Recently, Singapore has become a new destination for many
students to study abroad. This is due to their advantageous
geographical location, complete educational infrastructure,
superior education system, unique bilingual environment in
Chinese and English, and a safe social environment.
However, many students and parents still do not know much
about studying abroad in Singapore. Let’s learn more about
studying in Singapore.
1: You can apply to prestigious schools, even if you don’t
have perfect language scores.
Because Singapore itself is a bilingual country, the English
requirements for Chinese students are not very high. Many
schools enroll students through dual admission, also known
as conditional admission. This is a process that allows for
acceptance of international students who are academically
qualified to be admitted but do not meet the minimum English requirements.

Polytechnic institutes are an
integral part of Singapore’s
education system. Polytechnics prefer to teach practical knowledge so that their studies can be better integrated into their careers. Additionally,
polytechnic institutes serve as a “springboard” for students.
Students can freely apply for undergraduate colleges immediately after graduating with no restrictions. According to
statistics, about 30% of students in Singapore attended polytechnic institutes before entering public universities
Additionally, Singapore only has 6 public universities and 5
polytechnic institutes. Therefore, the public college degree is
highly acknowledged and has obvious advantages in employment. In recent years, there has been a huge decline in Singapore’s “senior blue-collar” population. Such colleges are in
line with the needs of the local job market as public college
graduates can find jobs relatively quickly. In terms of salary,
the salaries of some public college graduates are even higher
than undergraduate college graduates.
3: Directly affiliated branch schools overseas

If admitted through conditional admission, the school will arrange language courses for the student to take based on their
language proficiency. Once the student passes the language
test and meets the minimum language requirement, they will
be granted full admission and formal courses may be entered.

2: Students attending junior colleges can also enter prestigious schools
Unlike China’s higher education system, Singapore follows
the Commonwealth education system. Following the compulsory education of 10-11 years, students can choose to work or
to continue their education. They can choose to enter bridging
educational institutions in accordance to their own interests
and the results of their Cambridge O Level exams.
Bridging educational institutions include junior college, millennia institute, polytechnics or arts institution, and institute
of technical education.
In general, Chinese students have the option of entering
undergraduate or junior colleges following the end of the
Chinese college entrance examinations. However, there are
several limitations to studying at a junior college in China,

Of course, different programs have different path allocations,
and not all programs allow school-to-school transfers. The
ability to transfer school, and if this option is voluntary or
mandatory must be clearly understood before enrollment.
4. Students do not need to worry about the transfer of credits
as the curriculum for the branch and main school are essentially the same. There is usually a clear transfer agreement
between the two entities.
Regarding the concern for academic certification, students
studying at overseas branch schools generally follow the requirements of the Study Abroad Service Center to apply for
certification.
According to the procedures and standards for foreign academic degree certification and evaluation of the Overseas
Education Service Center of the Ministry of Education, applicants will be awarded the ability to study courses at the
branch school that are offered at the main school. Permission
of an academic degree or higher education diploma by the
main school will be determined by mutual recognition of academic qualifications and degrees from the branch school and
China.
4: The elimination of unqualified private universities in
Singapore
Singapore has a small number of local public schools and a
large number of students. To alleviate the issue of the lack of
schools for the vast student population, Singapore established
numerous private schools. Previously, due to the inadequate
quality of teaching at some of these schools, the international
recognition of Singapore’s private schools was negatively affected. The Ministry of Education of China had also firmly
stated that they would only recognize diplomas from public
universities and polytechnic institutes in Singapore.
In order to ensure the quality of education, the Singapore Private Education Council carried out a comprehensive rectification of a large number of private schools and forced one-third
of unqualified schools to close.

There are many prestigious universities in Singapore that offer dual enrollment, including the National University of Singapore and Nanyang Technological University.
Students who are unable to overcome the language barrier
have an additional option to apply for programs solely taught
in Chinese. These programs do not have mandatory language
score requirements. For example, Nanyang Technological
University has 4 fully Chinese programs, none of which have
English requirements. These programs are for the Master of
Advanced Public Administration, Master of Management
Economics, Master of Advanced Management Economics,
Entrepreneurship and Innovation.

at the branch school. If permitted, students can choose to
transfer to the headquarters of the foreign school to complete
the final degree course in the second or third year.

The remaining private universities in Singapore are all approved and accredited by the Ministry of Education of Singapore. They are employment-oriented, adhere to the philosophy of “wide entry; strict exit”, implement rigorous teaching
methods, and align with the current social developmental
trends.
Directly affiliated branch schools from various countries
overseas are located in Singapore, whether that be independently or joint with other institutions. Students will receive a
degree from the host university in Singapore, and this degree
from the host university is no different than from that of the
main school.
There are currently 9 outstanding foreign universities directly
affiliated to Singapore from Australia, France and other countries. These branch schools have the following characteristics:
1. Under normal circumstances, the courses offered are synchronized with the main school in terms of quantity and quality.

For example, in recent years, the Singapore Institute of Management (SIM) and Kaplan College of Higher Education,
which are very popular among international students, have
been experiencing not only a wide international reputation,
but have also been experiencing a gradual increase of their
graduates’ professional standings.
Since May 16, 2018, the Ministry of Education of China has
reopened the accreditation of the qualifications of non-public
universities in Singapore. The misunderstanding that Singapore private universities are “Pheasant Universities” is slowly
resolving.

2. The cost of studying at the branch school is far less than the
cost of applying directly to the main school. The tuition of the
branch school is lower, and the cost of living in Singapore is
much lower than that of the European and American countries
where the main schools are located.
3. Many students have the ability to study at an overseas
branch school following the completion of assigned courses

Songzi Li/ Editing Manager
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ELLNORA Guitar Festival Marks Krannert Center’s
Return to In-Person Performances
Dirty Feathers and Devin Frank. The bands will play on
the patio, weather permitting, Sept. 17 beginning at 7:30
p.m.

Joe Rauen makes musical instruments from everyday objects.
He’ll demonstrate his creations
during ELLNORA.
Courtesy
Krannert Center for the Performing Arts

and 10:30 p.m., and Sept. 18
Krannert Center lobby.

Steel guitarist AJ Ghent will perform the Neo Blues at the 2021 ELLNORA: The Guitar Festival. The guitar festival, on Sept. 17-18, marks the
reopening of Krannert Center for in-person performances. Courtesy Krannert Center for the Performing Arts

Editor’s note: An additional performance has been added
to ELLNORA: The Guitar Festival since the ELLNORA
artists were announced. This release has been edited to
add information about the appearance of Joan Jett and
the Blackhearts.

steel guitar tradition that the family created. He’ll perform
Sept. 17 at 6:30 p.m. at Tryon Festival Theatre.

CHAMPAIGN, Ill. — Krannert Center for the Performing
Arts on the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign campus will reopen for in-person audiences and performances
with ELLNORA: The Guitar Festival on Sept. 17-18. This
year’s festival will take place on a smaller scale than previous years of the biennial event, but it will still feature
leading guitar artists and a diverse range of musical styles.
ELLNORA will not include the usual opening night party
in the Krannert Center lobby this year, due to health considerations for audience members, staff, volunteers and
artists.
Tickets for ELLNORA will go on sale, online only, Aug.
31 at 10 a.m.

Singer-songwriter and multiinstrumentalist Celisse will kick
off ELLNORA with a free performance at the Krannert Center
Amphitheatre Sept. 17. Photo by
Christopher Boudewyns

The festival will open
with a free performance at
the Krannert Center Amphitheatre by Celisse, a
singer-songwriter, instrumentalist and spoken-word
artist who performs original rock music tinged with
blues. A guitarist who also
plays piano, ukulele, bass,
drums and other percussion and brass instruments,
Celisse has performed with
a wide range of musical
artists, as well as in the
theater and on television.
She’ll perform Sept. 17 at
5 p.m.

AJ Ghent played at ELLNORA in 2015 and at Krannert
Center’s Opening Night Party in 2018, and he’s back with
his Singing Guitar, playing a genre that mixes rock, blues,
funk and pop into what he calls Neo Blues. Ghent comes
from a long family tradition of playing music in the sacred

The Punch Brothers, an acoustic string quartet playing progressive
bluegrass, return to ELLNORA. Photo by Josh Goleman

The acoustic string quintet Punch Brothers also is returning. The group performed at ELLNORA in 2015, and guitarist Chris Eldridge performed with jazz guitarist Julian
Lage at the 2017 ELLNORA. In addition to Eldridge,
the quintet includes mandolinist Chris Thile, bassist
Paul Kowert, violinist Gabe Witcher and banjoist Noam
Pikelny, a graduate of the University of Illinois School of
Music. Delivering an eclectic blend of influences that has
been described as progressive bluegrass, the quintet will
play Sept. 17 at 7:30 p.m. at Colwell Playhouse.
Singer-songwriter and guitarist Ben Harper is a three-time
Grammy Award winner. He
plays a mix of blues, folk, soul,
reggae and rock, and tours internationally. He’ll perform
Sept. 17 at 9 p.m. at Foellinger
Great Hall.
The festival will present an offsite performance at the Rose
Bowl Tavern, 106 N. Race St.,
Urbana, as part of its commitment to local musicians. Big
Daddy Pride and The East Side
5 will celebrate an album release with special guests The

Three-time Grammy Award
winner Ben Harper plays
a mix of blues, folk, soul,
reggae and rock. Photo by
Jacob Boll

Joe Rauen is a musician
and artist who makes musical instruments from
everyday objects such as
plumbing, sports equipment and items from the
hardware store. His creations include a suitcase
bass, a tennis racquet banjo and an electric shovel
guitar. He will demonstrate
his “unlikely musical objects” Sept. 17 at 6 p.m.
at 2 p.m. at Stage 5 in the

The second day of ELLNORA will kick off with the Tony
Khalife Wellness Gathering. Khalife is a musician, composer, yogi, artist and teacher. His performances blend
Indian music, Sufi dances and Western harmonies to promote peace. He’ll present a free music-based wellness
workshop Sept. 18 at 9 a.m. at Foellinger Great Hall.

Katie Pruitt was on NPR’s list of
“20 Artists to Watch in 2019,” and
she released her debut album in
2020. Courtesy Krannert Center
for the Performing Arts

Flamenco and classical guitarist
Adam del Monte will perform
with a flamenco dancer and choreographer and with a flamenco
singer. Courtesy Krannert Center
for the Performing Arts

Katie Pruitt uses music
to address topics such as
mental illness, toxic relationships, and the frustration and shame of growing up gay in the South.
The singer, songwriter and
guitarist released her debut
album, “Expectations,” in
2020, and her music has
folk, country and rock
influences. She was on
NPR’s list of “20 Artists to
Watch in 2019.” She’ll perform Sept. 18 at 1 p.m. at
Colwell Playhouse.
Flamenco and classical
guitarist Adam del Monte
has a musical style that is
both grounded in tradition and progressive. He’s
performed in a Grammy
Award-winning
opera,
with symphony orchestras
and on movie soundtracks.
He’ll appear with flamenco
dancer and choreographer
Sonia Olla and flamenco
singer Ismael Fernández
on Sept. 18 at 3 p.m. at
Colwell Playhouse.

Jazz guitarist and Grammy
Award nominee Raul Midón has recorded 11 solo albums,
as well as collaborating with Herbie Hancock, Stevie
Wonder and Bill Withers, and contributing to records by
Queen Latifah and Snoop Dogg and to the soundtrack to
Spike Lee’s “She Hate Me.” He’ll give a free performance
Sept. 18 at 5 p.m. at Foellinger Great Hall.
Isaiah Sharkey began playing in Chicago jazz clubs as a
teenager, has toured with John Mayer, worked on a Grammy Award-winning R&B album and is now working on
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his third solo album. He’ll perform Sept. 18 at 6:30 p.m. at
Colwell Playhouse.

Class of 2025 Sets Enrollment Records

Joan Jett and the Blackhearts are Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame inductees, with eight platinum and gold albums and
nine Top 40 singles. Jett also is a producer with her independent label, Blackheart. She is the subject of a documentary, “Bad Reputation,” and a feature film based on
her first band, “The Runaways.” Jett and her band will perform Sept. 18 at 8 p.m. at Tryon Festival Theatre. Tickets
for the performance will go on sale online only Sept. 10 at
10 a.m. There is a limit of six tickets per transaction.
Cedric Burnside plays
North Mississippi hill
country blues, known for
its polyrhythmic percussion in place of familiar
blues chord progressions
– music that Burnside
Grammy Award nominee Cedric
learned from his grandfaBurnside plays North Mississippi
hill country blues. Photo by Dale ther, blues musician RL
Burnside. Cedric Burnside
Gunnoe
has been twice nominated
for a Grammy Award, and he just released a new studio
album. He’ll perform Sept. 18 at 10 p.m. at Colwell Playhouse.
Tickets for 2021-22 Krannert Center events will go on sale
one month at a time so the center can respond as needed to
changing pandemic conditions. Tickets will be sold online
only as mobile or print-at-home tickets, not by phone or
at the ticket office. Before buying tickets, visit Krannert
Center’s online ticket office at krannertcenter.com to ensure that you have or can create an active account. For
questions about ticket buying, contact the ticket office at
(217) 333-6280 or kran-tix@illinois.edu.
The sale dates for tickets for the 2021-22 season are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Aug. 31 for tickets to September events.
Sept. 14 for tickets to October events.
Oct. 5 for tickets to November and December events.
Dec. 14 for tickets to January events.
Jan. 12 for tickets to February events.
Feb. 8 for tickets to March events.
March 8 for tickets to April and May events.

Face coverings are required in all indoor university spaces, including Krannert Center, in accordance with the university’s COVID-19 safety protocols. In addition, people
who are not fully vaccinated are required to wear a face
covering outdoors when they cannot practice social distancing. These guidelines may be adjusted during the season as conditions change.
Editor’s notes: More information about ELLNORA: The
Guitar Festival is available online at http://ellnoraguitarfestival.com. For information about Krannert Center for
the Performing Arts, contact Maureen Reagan at reagan@
illinois.edu.
Jodi Heckel /Illinois News Bureau

The best preparation for tomorrow is
doing your best today.
H. Jackson Brown, Jr.

For more articles, visit AsianCampusTribune.com

Students gathered near Foellinger Auditorium in July. With record numbers of undergraduate, graduate and professional student enrollments,
the 2021-22 student body is the largest in university history. Photo by L. Brian Stauffer

CHAMPAIGN, Ill. — With a freshman enrollment of
8,303, the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign has
welcomed a record-breaking freshman class for the 202122 academic year. The new class brings total student enrollment to 56,299, the largest in university history.
“We are so pleased to welcome this class to the University
of Illinois Urbana-Champaign,” Chancellor Robert Jones
said. “Lifesaving COVID-19 vaccines, our unmatched
COVID-19 testing program and our ongoing innovation
have allowed us to continue to provide an excellent education at scale, even in the midst of a global pandemic.”
The totals include 5,835 new students from Illinois, the
largest number of in-state students in the freshman class
since 2018 and the second largest in 10 years. These students represent 92 counties throughout the state. The university also admitted a record number of in-state students
this admissions cycle.
The freshman class includes 1,352 students from 44 other
U.S. states. The class of 2025 also represents 42 countries,
with 1,112 international students in the freshman class,
contrasted with 954 students in 2019, before the COVID-19 pandemic.
The freshman class includes 20.1% of students (or more
than one in five) from underrepresented groups and about
the same percentage (20.1%) of first-generation students.
The freshman class has a strong academic profile. The average ACT was 31.4 (29.8 in 2020) and the average SAT
was 1410 (1331 in 2020). Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, ACT and SAT tests were optional for admissions this
year, with approximately 58% of enrolling new students
submitting scores.
“The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign continues
to recruit some of the brightest minds across the globe,”
said Andreas Cangellaris, the vice chancellor for academic
affairs and provost. “Now, more than ever, we have a responsibility to mold these brilliant young minds into the
leaders who will solve the world’s future problems and
advance society.”

The total undergraduate enrollment of 34,559 is higher
than the previous record of 33,850 in 2019.
“We are thrilled with the number of students who accepted
their offer this year,” director of undergraduate admissions
Andy Borst said. “However, we do not plan to increase
by this percentage every year. Next year, in order to ensure that we are maintaining our undergraduate enrollment
within the bounds of university resources, we are planning
to intentionally reduce our target by approximately 600
students to be more in line with previous years.”
Fall 2021 enrollment also set records for total number of
graduate students – 20,567, up from a record 17,866 last
year – and 1,173 professional students in law, veterinary
medicine and medicine, up from a record of 1,123 in 2011.
With the COVID-19 pandemic, many international students deferred admission from 2020 to 2021, resulting in
2,859 new international student enrollments for fall 2021
– up from 1,521 a year ago.
Additionally, online graduate programs continue to be attractive options and now account for 45% of all graduate
student enrollment. These include the Coursera programs
in the Gies College of Business (enrolling 5,440) and the
Grainger College of Engineering (enrolling 1,387).
The demand for master’s programs – both online and oncampus – have led to a 22.8% increase, now representing
66% of total graduate student enrollment.
“We are experiencing robust growth in virtually all sectors
of graduate education, particularly in master’s degrees and
online programs,” said Wojtek Chodzko-Zajko, the dean
of the Graduate College. “We are encouraged that so many
students want to take advantage of a graduate education at
the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign.”
Editor’s note: For additional information, email Andy Borst,
the director of undergraduate admissions, at enrollment-management@illinois.edu.
Allison Vance/Illinois News Bureau
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A TASTE OF GORGEOUS

Welcoming and radiant! Say hello to you to your new
home. 805 Fourth is located between John Street and
Daniel Street, right in the middle of Campustwon. Theses
apartments are available in three spacious floorplans.
Highlights include in-unit washer/dryers, large balconies,
and convenient pass-through bars. Garage parking is
available.

Call 217-328-3770 or visit www.bankierapartments.com

ILLINOIS
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Can People Take a Livestock Drug to Treat a Deadly Virus?
or lice. It was first used to treat heartworm in dogs and now
has broad uses in the animal world, and is used extensively
in horses and food animals like cows and swine. It is used in
people as well, primarily to treat river blindness, a parasitic
infection of the eye in tropical parts of the world.
As you mentioned, ivermectin is available for humans as
a prescription. However, ivermectin intended for animals
is widely available. How are the animal forms different?

Taking large or multiple doses of the anti-parasitic drug ivermectin
can cause a toxic overdose, and humans should not take forms intended for animal use, says Illinois veterinary medicine expert Dr.
Jim Lowe. Photo by Greg Boozell

Demand has surged for ivermectin, a drug widely given to
horses and cows to treat worms and other parasitic infections,
as a possible treatment or preventative for COVID-19. Some
seekers have turned to over-the-counter animal formulations,
despite Food and Drug Administration warnings against their
use, resulting in a spike in calls to poison control centers. Dr.
Jim Lowe, a professor of veterinary clinical medicine at the
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign and an expert on infectious diseases and agricultural animals, spoke with News
Bureau biomedical sciences editor Liz Ahlberg Touchstone
about ivermectin, the differences between forms intended for
animals and the approved human prescription, and the risks
of accidental overdose.

The active ingredient of ivermectin is the same in all forms.
The differences are in the formulation and how it’s delivered.
The human prescription is generally a tablet that is swallowed. Animal products come in a variety of forms. For example, the product we use in cattle and pigs is injectable, and
the dewormer used in horses is a concentrated paste. These
tend to come in quite large doses, compared with a single human tablet. We certainly do not want people to take any form
of a drug intended for animals.
Does ivermectin have anti-viral properties as well as antiparasitic ones?
All of the drug compounds that we use are foreign chemicals
to the body, and they all do more than just what they’re intended to do, so in theory it could have some anti-viral activity. However, we don’t see evidence that it’s clinically valuable as an anti-viral, as we don’t see direct impacts on viruses
in the way that we would with other anti-viral drugs, such as
those used to treat influenza.

What is ivermectin? What does it treat?

Is there a problem with taking any form of ivermectin as
a preventative or treatment to COVID-19?

Ivermectin is parasiticide, meaning it kills parasites. It’s a
very broad-spectrum parasiticide that can treat internal parasites, like worms, or can be applied topically to treat mange

The challenge is toxicity. Toxicity can come from taking too
much in a single dose, but the bigger issue is the cumulative

dosing with taking the drug for multiple days in a row. Ivermectin is labeled for a single-use dosage in both humans and
animals. Whether treating a person for river blindness or a
horse for worms, it’s intended to be given once and not multiple times. It stays active in the body for a length of time. If
someone takes ivermectin day after day or week after week,
as one might with an anti-viral or antibiotic, the dosage builds
up in the body to toxic levels. Even with the human form, if
someone takes one dose for 10 days in a row, they end up with
10 times the recommended dose, which can certainly cause
toxic effects and overdosing.
What are some of the possible side effects of taking too
much ivermectin?
There haven’t been a lot of studies of overdosing in humans,
but in animals, we do know that when there is an accidental
multiple dosing or overdosing, it can be neurotoxic – causing
neurological effects like seizures and blindness. The FDA has
cautioned that it can cause gastrointestinal symptoms as well
as neurological ones, and can interact with other medications.
If someone is in possession of ivermectin and wishes to
dispose of it, what should they do?
Drug disposal is regulated state by state, so check your state’s
recommended approach. In Illinois, the recommended way to
dispose of medication is to remove it from its container, mix
it with something inedible like sand or kitty litter, put it in a
sealed container and throw it in the garbage. Do not put it
down the drain or the toilet. Some pharmacies also have drug
disposal services.
Editor’s notes: To reach Dr. Jim Lowe, email jlowe@illinois.
edu.
Liz Ahlberg Touchstone/Illinois News Bureau

Tens of Thousands Gather for Illini Football Opener:
Few Masks Worn, No Vaccinations Required
to watch the Illini go head-to-head
with the University of Nebraska
Cornhuskers, said Kent Brown, Illinois’ associate director of athletics.
Universities including Tulane, Oregon State and Syracuse required
fans to be vaccinated or have proof of
a negative COVID-19 test to attend
games this fall, according to ESPN.
But Brown said that’s not the case at
U of I.
“Guests who come to campus are not
required to have a vaccination proof
or negative testing,” Brown said. “We
haven’t made that move.”
Although vaccinations are required
for students and faculty on campus,
Brown said fans were only supposed
Gwyn Skiles
to wear masks when indoors at the
Photo: Students cheer the University of Illinois football team on to victory against the University of Nebraska Saturday afternoon. Masks were required indoors and vaccination was stadium, in places like hallways and
elevators.
optional, according to Kent Brown, Illinois’ associate director of athletics.
An estimated 40,000 football fans, most unmasked, packed
Memorial Stadium at the University of Illinois Saturday for
the first full-capacity game since the start of the pandemic.

Trinity Dockery, a freshman at the
university, said she only saw two people the entire game
wearing masks indoors.

Spectators didn’t need to be vaccinated against COVID-19

But Dockery said she felt comfortable removing her mask.

“I feel safe,” Dockery said. “I think the people who come
to the games know the risks they’re taking, so I don’t think
it’s a problem. If you come, just be safe about it.”
The vast majority of attendees at the game didn’t wear
masks indoors or outdoors. Several employees and vendors went maskless as well.
Brown said university policy followed the Centers for Disease Control and Transmission guidelines and allowed fans
to take off their masks when outdoors.
Brown said before the game that he believed event workers
would ask spectators to wear their masks indoors if they
were seen without one.
“The people who are coming to our games I think will cooperate,” he said. “But I’m sure we’ll have to remind some
people to put their masks on.”
University students said they were excited to attend the
first full-capacity football game of the season, where the
Illini won 30-22.
Brown echoed their enthusiasm.
“I think from a mental health standpoint, getting back to
some kind of normalcy is a positive,” Brown said.
Farrah Anderson and Gwyn SkilesIllinois News Room
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New College Data Science Major: From Foundations to Insight to Impact
Starting in 2021-22, undergrads can focus studies on ‘rapidly evolving’ field

fering most from the virus received equitable access. Now
she’s using her data science knowledge in a summer internship analyzing health care technology investment opportunities.
“Even in roles that aren’t data science jobs, per se, I had the
skill set and I was able to take on added responsibilities,”
Hitchings said. “No matter where I go after graduation, I can
help make sense of chaos in whatever kind of environment
I’m working in.”

A new data science major will help UChicago undergraduates learn how to analyze data and apply it to critical real-world problems in various
disciplines. Students also have the option to combine data science with a second major. Photo by Colin Lyons

Data science is more than a hot tech buzzword or a fashionable career; in the century to come, it will be an essential toolset in almost any field.
Tomorrow’s data scientists will need to combine a deep understanding of the field’s theoretical and mathematical foundations, computational techniques and how to work across
organizations and disciplines.
Through the new undergraduate major in data science available in the 2021-22 academic year, University of Chicago
College students will learn how to analyze data and apply
it to critical real-world problems in medicine, public policy,
the social and physical sciences, and many other domains.
Students can select data science as their primary program of
study, or combine the interdisciplinary field with a second
major.
The new major is part of the University of Chicago Data Science Initiative, a coordinated, campus-wide plan to expand
education, research, and outreach in this fast-growing field.
“It all starts with the University of Chicago vision for data science as an emerging new discipline, which will be reflected in
the educational experience,” said Michael J. Franklin, Liew
Family Chairman of Computer Science and senior advisor to
the Provost for computing and data science. “We are expanding upon the conventional view of data science—a combination of statistics, computer science and domain expertise—
to build out the foundations of the field, consider its ethical
and societal implications and communicate its discoveries to
make the most powerful and positive real-world impact.”

The new data science major builds on the “Introduction to Data
Science” sequence co-taught by Michael Franklin, the Liew Family
Chairman of Computer Science at UChicago. Photo by John Zich

Building upon the data science minor and the “Introduction
to Data Science” sequence taught by Franklin and Dan Nicolae, professor and chair in the Department of Statistics and
the College, the major will include new courses and empha-

size research and application. Through the new Data Science
Clinic, students will capstone their studies by working with
government, non-profit and industry partners on projects using data science approaches in real world situations with immediate, substantial impact.
“The courses will take students through the whole data science lifecycle, with all the concepts that they need to know:
data collection, data engineering, programming, statistical
inference, machine learning, databases, and issues around
ethics, privacy and algorithmic transparency,” Nicolae said.
“But for data science, experiential learning is fundamental.
Students will partner with organizations on and beyond campus to advance research, industry projects and social impact
through what they have learned, transcending the conventional classroom experience.”
“The College’s new data science major offers students a remarkable new interdisciplinary learning opportunity,” said
John W. Boyer, dean of the College. “The Core introduces
students to a world of general knowledge useful for the active, but highly thoughtful practice of modern citizenship,
while our brilliant majors enable students to gain active
experience in the excitement of fundamental, pathbreaking
research. I am delighted that data science will now join the
ranks of our majors in the College, introducing students to the
rigor and excitement of the higher learning.”
Applications across campus and beyond
Ashley Hitchings never thought she’d be interested in data
science. When she arrived at the University of Chicago, she
was passionate about investigative journalism and behavioral
economics, with a focus on narratives over number-crunching. But the “Introduction to Data Science” sequence changed
her view.
“I was interested in the more qualitative side, sifting through
really large sums of information to try to tease out an untold
narrative or a hidden story,” said Hitchings, a rising thirdyear in the College and the daughter of two engineers. “I had
always viewed data science as something very much oriented
toward people passionate about STEM, but the data science
sequence really framed it as a tool that anyone in any discipline could employ, to tell stories using data and uncover
insights in a more quantitative and rigorous way.”
The courses provided Hitchings with technical skills in programming, data analytics, statistical prediction and visualization, and allowed her to exercise that new toolset on realworld problems. At the end of the sequence, she analyzed the
rollout of COVID-19 vaccinations across different socioeconomic groups, and whether the Chicago neighborhoods suf-

Since it was introduced in 2019, the data science minor has drawn
interest from UChicago students across 11 different majors. The
new major is expected to further encourage further interdisciplinary
study. Photo by Colin Lyons

Since it was introduced in 2019, the data science minor has
drawn interest from UChicago students across disciplines.
Students from 11 different majors, including all four collegiate divisions, have chosen a data science minor. David Biron, director of undergraduate studies for data science, anticipates that many will choose to double major in data science
and another field.
“We designed the major specifically to enable students who
want to combine data science with another B.A.,” Biron said.
“We expect this option to be attractive to a fair number of students from every major at UChicago, including the humanities, social sciences and biological sciences.”
Marti Gendel, a rising fourth-year, has used data science to
support her major in biology. Since joining the Gene Hackers—a student group interested in synthetic biology and genomics—she has developed an interest in coding, modeling
and quantitative methods. Her experience in “Introduction to
Data Science” not only showed her how to use these tools in
her research, but also how to effectively evaluate how other
scientists deploy data science, AI and other approaches.
“One of the challenges in biology is understanding how to
read primary literature, reviewing articles and understanding
what exactly is the data that’s being presented,” Gendel said.
“Now, I have the background to better comprehend how data
is collected, analyzed and interpreted in any given scientific
article.”
Rising third-year Victoria Kielb has found surprising applications of data science through her work with the Robin Hood
Foundation, the Chicago History Museum, and Facebook. In
these opportunities, Kielb utilized her data science toolkit to
analyze philanthropic dollars raised for a multi-million dollar
relief fund; evaluate how museum members of different ages
respond to virtual programming; and generate market insights
for a product in its development phase.
“It made me realize how powerful data science is in drawing
meaningful conclusions and promoting data-driven decisionmaking,” Kielb said. “It’s really inspiring that I can take part
in a field that’s rapidly evolving.”
A new vision for data science
The data science major was designed with this broad applicability in mind, combining technical courses in machine

CAMPUS NEWS & EVENTS
learning, visualization, data engineering and modeling with
a project-based focus that gives students experience applying data science to real-world problems. The centerpiece
will be the new Data Science Clinic, a capstone, two-quarter
sequence that places students on teams with public interest
organizations, government agencies, industrial partners, and
researchers.
“The Data Science Clinic will provide an understanding of
the life cycle of a real-world data science project, from inception and gathering, to modeling and iteration to engineering
and implementation,” said David Uminsky, executive director
of the UChicago Data Science Initiative. “UChicago students
will have a wide variety of opportunities to engage projects
across different sectors, disciplines and domains, from problems drawn from environmental and human rights groups to
AI-driven finance and industry to cutting-edge research problems from the university, our national labs and beyond.
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Covid-19 Antibody Study Shows Downside of
Not Receiving Second Shot
Recovering from COVID-19 doesn’t guarantee antibodies or
confer immunity to re-infection, study found

“When we tested blood samples from participants collected about three weeks after their second vaccine
dose, the average level of inhibition was 98%, indicating a very high level of neutralizing antibodies,” said
McDade, professor of anthropology in the Weinberg
College of Arts and Sciences and a faculty fellow with
the University’s Institute for Policy Research.

“This hands-on, authentic learning experience offers the real
possibility for the field to grow in a manner that actually reflects the population it purports to engage, with diverse scientists asking novel questions from a wide range of viewpoints.”

The scientists tested emerging variants B.1.1351 (South
Africa), B.1.1.7 (UK) and P.1 (Brazil) and found the
level of inhibition to viral variants was significantly
lower, ranging from 67% to 92%.
Antibody response declined after two months

Biological anthropologist Thomas McDade in his lab.

Hands-on learning experiences will be a crucial part of the new data
science major, which combines technical courses in machine learning, visualization, data engineering and modeling with a projectbased focus. Photo by Colin Lyons

Reflecting the holistic vision for data science at UChicago,
data science majors will also take courses in “Ethics, Fairness, Responsibility, and Privacy in Data Science” and the
“Societal Impacts of Data,” exploring the intensifying issues
surrounding the use of “big data” and analytics in medicine,
policy, business and other fields. Other new courses in development will cover misinterpretation of data, the economic
value of data and the mathematical foundations of machine
learning and data science.
Students will be able to choose from multiple tracks within
the data science major, including a theoretical track, a computational track and a general track balanced between the two.
All paths prepare students with the toolset they need to apply
these skills in academia, industry, nonprofit organizations,
and government.
“The urgency with which businesses need strong data science
talent is rapidly increasing,” said Kjersten Moody, AB’98 and
chief data officer at Prudential Financial. “I’m confident the
University of Chicago data science major, with the innovative
clinic model, will produce well-rounded graduates who will
thrive in any industry.
“The combination of world-class liberal arts education, sophisticated theoretical examination, and exploration of relevant, real-world problems as integral to the major is invaluable for graduates to establish a rewarding career. This is
what makes the University of Chicago program uniquely fit
to prepare students for their future.”
—This story was first published by the Department of Computer Science.
Rob Mitchum/UChicago News

For more articles, visit AsianCampusTribune.com

EVANSTON, Ill. --- A new study shows that two months
after the second Pfizer/Moderna vaccination, antibody
response decreases 20% in adults with prior cases of
COVID-19. The study also tests how well current vaccines resist emerging variants.
The Northwestern University study underscores the
importance of receiving a second dose of vaccine, not
only because it is commonly known that immunity from
vaccines wanes over time, but also because of the risk
posed by emerging variants, including the highly contagious delta variant.
The study also showed that prior exposure to SARSCoV-2 does not guarantee a high level of antibodies, nor
does it guarantee a robust antibody response to the first
vaccine dose. This directly contradicts the assumption
that contracting COVID will naturally make someone
immune to re-infection. The findings further support
vaccination (and two doses), even for people who have
contracted the virus previously.
A team of scientists, including biological anthropologist
Thomas McDade and pharmacologist Alexis Demonbreun, tested blood samples from adults who had tested
positive for SARS-CoV-2 to measure how long the immunity benefits of Pfizer and Moderna vaccines last and
how well they protect from newer variants.
Study participants were selected from a racially and ethnically diverse community-based sample of Chicagoarea adults recruited at the start of the pandemic. Using
at-home antibody testing kits developed in the lab, participants submitted blood samples two to three weeks
after their first and second dose of vaccination and two
months after the second dose.

In testing samples collected two months after the second dose, they found antibody responses declined by
about 20%.
The researchers found that the antibody response to
vaccination varied based on history of prior infection.
Individuals with clinically confirmed cases of COVID-19 and multiple symptoms had a higher level of
response than those who tested positive but had mild
symptoms or were asymptomatic.
“Many people, and many doctors, are assuming that
any prior exposure to SARS-CoV-2 will confer immunity to re-infection. Based on this logic, some people
with prior exposure don’t think they need to get vaccinated. Or if they do get vaccinated, they think that they
only need the first dose of the two-dose Pfizer/Moderna
vaccines,” McDade said.
“Our study shows that prior exposure to SARS-CoV-2
does not guarantee a high level of antibodies, nor does
it guarantee a robust antibody response to the first vaccine dose. For people who had mild or asymptomatic
infections, their antibody response to vaccination is essentially the same as it is for people who have not been
previously exposed.”
McDade adds that although the research was conducted prior to the emergence of the delta virus, the conclusions are similar.
“As far as protection goes after vaccination, the story
is the same for all the variants, including delta — the
vaccine provides good protection, but not as good protection as the original version of the virus for which the
vaccine was designed. Combine that with the fact that
immunity wanes over time, you get increased vulnerability to breakthrough infection.

Antibody response after second shot

“So, it’s two strikes right now — delta plus waning immunity among the first wave of the vaccinated,” McDade said.

In the lab, the researchers tested for neutralizing antibodies by measuring whether the blood sample could
inhibit the interaction between the virus’ spike protein
and the ACE2 receptor – this interaction is how the virus
causes an infection once it enters the body.

The study “Durability of antibody response to vaccination and surrogate neutralization of emerging variants
based on SARS-CoV-2 exposure history” published
today in the journal Scientific Reports. Read the full
study here.
Stephanie Kulke/NorthWestern Now
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Building (and Hiring) for the Future at Penn Medicine’s New Pavilion
beyond the clinical setting. Covered bike racks for
cyclists, employee respite and recharge spaces, lactation stations, ample natural light, and an art installation
from renowned artist Maya Lin help employees feel
their best at work.
Under the Good Food Healthy Hospital in
itiative, patients, families, and employees will have
access to delicious and nutritious food options. This
means that when it opens, the Pavilion, like the rest of
Penn Medicine’s clinical facilities, will earn recognition from the Philadelphia Department of Health for
its commitment to implement standards for foods and
beverages that fall into five categories: vending machines, overall purchasing, food and beverages served
to patients, food and beverages served in cafeterias, and
catering.

With 17 stories, 504 patient rooms, and 47 operating
rooms, Penn Medicine’s new 1.5 million-square-foot
Pavilion is equipped to define the future of medicine.
Behind the Pavilion walls, however, a visionary team
of employees will drive the treatments of today and the
medical advancements of tomorrow.

nursing executive at HUP. “The clinical teams really
dictated how spaces in the Pavilion would look and act
in order to foster a strong culture of teamwork. Everyone who is going to live and work in the building had
a level of input into the design and function of each
individual unit.”

In the months leading up to the Pavilion debut, a massive recruitment effort is underway to hire more than
600 employees. These future employees have the
unique opportunity to join the Penn Medicine team and
provide innovative care in a state-of-the-art inpatient
facility as an integral part of one of the world’s leading
academic medical centers.

Jordan Mellinger, MSN, RN, an oncology nurse manager who has worked at HUP for over 10 years, participated in the Pavilion simulations in 2015 and 2016, and
is preparing to move over to the Pavilion. “Transitioning to the Pavilion is a tremendous career milestone,”
Mellinger said. “It has truly been a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to be involved in this process since its inception, and I’m really looking forward to witnessing
our forward-thinking in action.”

“To come into this hospital as an employee is an experience unlike any other,” said Denise Mariotti, chief
human resources officer of the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania (HUP). “Although the Pavilion is
an extension of HUP, the location, size, and scope of
the building require us to fill a significant number of
clinical and non-clinical positions — and every position plays a critical role in providing a superior patient
experience.”

Before a single brick was laid, HUP employees had the
opportunity to explore a life-sized, 30,000-square-foot
mock-up of the Pavilion, helping inform architecture
and work flow. Based on employee feedback, doors and
elevators were widened, rooms were rearranged, and
collaborative processes were reimagined.
“Our work at the Pavilion was done in collaboration
with the people who are providing day-to-day patient
care,” said Colleen Mattioni, DNP, MBA, RN, chief

Hiring for the Future
With only a few months left until opening, UPHS’ recruitment teams are hard at work filling Pavilion positions.
“Hiring for the Pavilion is certainly one of our biggest
and most visible efforts,” said Meredith Kirkpatrick,
talent acquisition manager for Clinical Talent Acquisition. And, much like the Pavilion build, partnership and
collaboration with teams across UPHS has been a critical part of the process.
“The effort being put in is tremendous,” Kirkpatrick
said. “To stay organized, we are holding weekly meetings, preparing executive summaries, and working
closely with leadership to identify and solve for any
potential challenges. Our recruitment team has been
doing a wonderful job and support from the administration has been key. Everyone involved in this project is
working together to schedule interviews, review applications, and make decisions and offers.”

Prioritizing Form and Function
The Pavilion has been lauded for its ability to provide
an enhanced patient experience thanks to the building’s design, a telemedicine infrastructure, and in-room
technology that strengthens communication among patients, families, and care teams. These unique features,
however, significantly improve the employee experience, too. In fact, every detail about the Pavilion was
planned in conjunction with the interdisciplinary clinical teams that understand patient and employee needs
best.

These Pavilion perks are in addition to the outstanding compensation and benefits package that is provided to all University of Pennsylvania Hospital System
(UPHS) employees. Along with professional development opportunities and work-life balance programs,
UPHS employees benefit from a retirement contribution and 403(b) matching plan, tuition assistance, and
commuting incentives.

Ultimately, the collaborative nature of the Pavilion
build ensures that patients and employees alike get the
most out of their experience. For example, the design
of each room provides patients with the autonomy to
control their environment, whether its adjusting the
air conditioning, dimming the lights, or lowering the
shades. This small but significant feature helps minimize patient discomfort and improve sleep, while also
cutting down on the amount of time clinical team members spend visiting patient rooms for non-care related
reasons. Similarly, there have been opportunities for
employees to select features of the Pavilion that would
impact their day-to-day experiences. For instance, a
“Chair Fair” allowed staff to select seating that lent itself to safe patient handling, ergonomics, staff safety,
and thorough cleaning and disinfecting.
Employee well-being considerations were also made

The hard work has been paying off. To date, 114 Pavilion positions have been filled. In the weeks and months
ahead, the recruitment teams will focus on hiring nurses, respiratory therapists, lab professionals, security officers, environmental service employees, and more.
“We have a ton of great openings available for the right
candidate, and the Pavilion certainly provides candidates with an opportunity to join an amazing health
system. Each of UPHS’ hospitals have something incredible to offer, and our recruitment teams are always
looking for the right fit for the right culture.”
Job seekers interested in a role at the new Pavilion at
Penn medicine can learn more and visit the Penn Medicine careers site to explore all of our opportunities.
Nicole Fullerton/Penn Medicine News
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Taliban Control Puts Afghan Women in Even More Vulnerable Positions

FACULTY Q&A
The United States’ hurried withdrawal of troops from Afghanistan after 20 years left many Afghans—especially
women—and the civilian government vulnerable to the
Taliban.
Debotri Dhar, a lecturer in
women’s and gender studies
and faculty affiliate at the Institute for Research on Women
and Gender, said women’s
rights had already been restricted in the country before
the Taliban takeover, as a result
of complex historical and political factors. The situation might
worsen—the United States and
other world powers bear some
moral responsibility for it, she said. Dhar’s research is interdisciplinary, in the areas of feminist and cultural theory,
postcolonial and South Asian Studies, and transnational
feminisms.

in Afghanistan, as a part
of its Cold War strategy
against the Soviet Union.
I am referring to an existing body of scholarship asserting that the
Carter
administration
began covert operations
in the area supplying
weapons and funds to
the mujahedeen, following the Soviet invasion
of Afghanistan in 1979,
and that these operations were scaled up by
the Reagan administration. This was done with
the support of Pakistan’s
then-dictator
General
Zia-ul-Haq, who had
overthrown Pakistan’s democratically elected Prime Minister Bhutto and was seeking U.S. economic aid and legitimacy for his regime.
General Zia enacted the draconian Hudood Ordinances as
a part of his Islamization drive, resulting in the flogging
and imprisonment of many women for supposed “honor”
crimes. These geopolitical dynamics all led to a curtailment
of women’s rights in the region, and to a buildup of illicit
arms, increasing militarization and marginalization of moderate voices, paving the way for the Taliban’s eventual rise
to power in Afghanistan in the mid-’90s. An understanding
of this complex history is useful in determining not just the
politics, but also the ethics of the U.S. and its NATO allies’
actions in the area going forward so that we do not repeat
the errors of history. Afghan women’s groups on the ground,
who are aware of all the aspects of this issue and have often spoken out bravely against oppression from all sides, are
perhaps best positioned to articulate the needs of women
there.

What would have been the best way for the U.S. to have
removed troops from Afghanistan?
So in light of the historical facts I mentioned, many believe
that the United States and other world powers bear some
moral responsibility for the situation in Afghanistan, which
has wreaked havoc in the lives of many ordinary Afghans
for decades. The U.S. cannot continue to play the role of
global policeman, pumping trillions of American taxpayer
dollars into overseas wars and colonial-era-type missions.
According to a recent article in Forbes, we have spent more
than 2 trillion dollars on the Afghan war over the last 20
years, since 2001. In that sense, the Biden administration’s
position, that this war is not a burden they want to pass on
to the next administration, is a welcome move for the long
term.
In the short run though, and based on news reports, the removal of troops could have been better handled. Yes, we
saw images of people racing to the airport in fear and confusion; there is much work still left to be done in terms of
safely evacuating thousands of people through Kabul’s international airport. Going forward, the global community
needs to work together to ensure that Afghanistan under the
Taliban is not used as a base for attacks against other countries, as we saw in the past, and to develop just and sustainable forms of cooperation.
Is there anything else you’d like to add?
In the wake of the September 11 attacks on the twin towers,
many Afghans, other Muslims and South Asians, in general,
who had nothing to do with the attacks ended up facing religion and ethnicity-based prejudice. For example, Sikh men
who wear turbans as a sign of their faith were mistaken for
Afghans and became a target of hate crimes. So political
rhetoric in the public sphere must not be inflammatory. As
university faculty, we need to create warm and welcoming
spaces for eligible Afghan students pursuing higher education in this country.
Jared Wadley/Michigan News

With the Taliban takeover in Afghanistan, are you worried about the situation for Afghan women?
The world has been watching the Taliban’s return to power
in Afghanistan with collective anxiety and apprehension.
The last time the Taliban was in power, it was chilling to
watch videos of some women being publicly thrashed for
not wearing the burqa or not being accompanied by a male
member of the family when they ventured out of home as
per very strict interpretations of Islamic law. We are aware
that schools were closed, and that education, employment
and mobility for women were restricted under the Taliban,
even though the effects of these restrictions may have been
faced more by urban than by rural women. There was even
an attempt to ban music—an irony, given the exquisite musical and poetic contributions of the Muslim world down
the centuries.
So recent developments in South and Central Asia are certainly a cause of concern, and not just for feminists and civil
rights activists. Those still in Afghanistan who were seen
as U.S. allies may now be at some risk, and this includes
women with lifestyles deemed too westernized by the Taliban, along with sexual and other minorities.
What can/should the United States and its allies do to
protect women’s rights in the country? What have Afghan women done to survive oppression under the Taliban?
Some historical context would be useful here, particularly
to do with the role of American foreign policy and the massive military support the U.S. provided to extremist groups
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Nearby Forest Loss Predicts Future Deforestation on Protected Lands
By using satellite imagery of every protected forest around the world — largely made up of national parks and forests — Buřivalová’s team analyzed the
trends of forest loss both within those
protected areas and in the territory extending 5 kilometers from the boundary. The researchers studied forest loss
from 2000 to 2018 and made predictions for the next 18 years, to 2036.
They discovered that when more than
90% of the boundary zone remains
forested, the protected area is likely to
experience little or no deforestation.
When the adjacent territory drops to
about 20% forest cover, the protected
area starts to lose forest cover at equal
rates to the nearby region —as if it is no
Intact tropical forest in the Congo Basin surrounding a protected area. PICTURES BY ZUlonger protected.
ZANA BUŘIVALOVÁ

Protected forests are unlikely to be cut down when they are
surrounded by intact forests. Conversely, the more degraded
the boundaries of a protected area are, the more likely that
deforestation will encroach into the protected forest as well.
These findings come from a new analysis of protected forests worldwide. The results have the potential to help national governments and other agencies direct limited resources
toward those areas at greatest risk of deforestation, which
threatens biodiversity and releases large amounts of carbon
dioxide into the atmosphere.

“We wanted to find out what happens to the forests in protected areas when there is less and less forest around them —
when their buffer zone starts getting less dense and more like
a mosaic of forest and fields,” says Zuzana Buřivalová, lead
author of the new study and a professor of forest and wildlife
ecology at the University of Wisconsin–Madison. “Based on
the percentage of forest cover around a national park, we can
now predict and say: ‘Okay you should be careful right now’
or ‘You don’t have to worry just yet.’”
With other researchers at UW–Madison, Colorado State University and the Indian Institute of Science, Buřivalová published her findings Aug. 18 in the journal Current Biology.

Although satellite imagery analysis alone cannot determine
why nearby deforestation threatens protected forests, the researchers suspect that multiple factors contribute. Adjacent
farms may run out of land and start expanding into the protected area, or new roads may make access to the national
park easier, for example. In both scenarios, the nearby region
would experience forest loss first.

Edge of lowland tropical forest with oil palm plantation encroaching,
in East Kalimantan, Borneo, Indonesia. When the area surrounding
a protected forest starts to be cut down, the protected area is more
likely to face deforestation in the future. PICTURES BY ZUZANA
BUŘIVALOVÁ

The researchers have published detailed results and the code
used to analyze the images so that government agencies
charged with protecting the lands can make better predictions.
“They are the ones who have to decide how many resources
— rangers, firefighters, money — to dedicate to each national
park. I think with our results, national agencies can see easily
which national park is most at risk,” says Buřivalová, who began studying protected forests while working in Madagascar.
Based on current trends, the scientists predict that two-thirds
of protected areas will experience little forest loss through
2036. However, any acceleration in average forest loss would
greatly increase the number of protected forests at risk.
The protected forests in poorer tropical countries are often
at risk from local residents who clear trees to support subsistence farming or important cash crops. This can easily lead
to scapegoating of residents who worked nearby land before
any protections were established and who are responding to
incentives to make a living. That scapegoating is counterproductive, says Buřivalová.
“I think it’s important for any agency to be mindful that they
are the ones in a position of power and they may be pushing
out local people where that protection is being established,”
she says. “Agencies should always keep this in mind when
assessing risks and figuring out how to mitigate them so they
are working with the people rather than against them.”

Intact tropical forest in a National Park in the Congo Basin. PICTURES BY ZUZANA BUŘIVALOVÁ
Eric Hamilton/UW News

Purdue University Global Bachelor of Science Degree in
Health Information Management Granted Initial Accreditation
ally approved standards and guidelines for health information
educational programs.

WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. — The Purdue University
Global Bachelor of Science degree in health information
management has been granted initial accreditation following a review by the Commission on Accreditation for
Health Informatics and Information Management Education.
The program, part of the School of Health Sciences, is
deemed to be in substantial compliance with the nation-

“Earning this accreditation assures that our Bachelor of Science degree in health information management is providing quality health information management education and
preparing competent professionals to meet the needs of the
workforce,” said Keith Smith, Purdue Global vice president
and dean for the School of Health Sciences. “This accreditation was achieved as a result of a team effort spearheaded by
Assistant Dean Nancy Szwydek and program chair Kristyn
Rodvill. We congratulate them for their hard work and dedication.”
Upon graduation, Purdue Global health information management students now are eligible to take the Registered Health
Information Administrator (RHIA) examination, given by
the American Health Information Management Association
(AHIMA). Graduates who were enrolled in the program
while it was in accreditation candidacy status (beginning Jan.

14, 2019) also are eligible for the RHIA exam.
Additionally, the Medical
Billing and Coding program,
also part of the School of
Health Sciences, has been reapproved as a comprehensive
coding program and achieved
the Professional Certificate
Approval Program designation through AHIMA.
“Students can be assured they
are meeting industry-related
competencies and rigorous
Keith Smith
standards important for seeking employment in their chosen field,” Smith said.
Media Contact: Tom Schott, 765-427-1721, tschott@purdue.edu
Sources: Keith Smith
Rebecca C. Zolotor/Purdue University News
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Task Force Created to Significantly Reduce
Penn State’s Carbon Emissions

Faculty, staff and students to evaluate Penn State’s operational strategies for cutting greenhouse gas outputs and
prepare recommendations
think will have an impact, help them to acquire marketable
skills and empower them to make a difference in the world.”
The committee welcomes anyone in the University community to reach out with questions and ideas at CERFT@psu.edu.
Additional task force members include:
Chairs
•
•

Robert Cooper, senior director of energy and engineering, Office of Physical Plant
Timothy White, research professor of earth and engineering sciences

Faculty
•
•
•
The Nittany 1 solar array, one of three solar farms that make up the 70-megawatt solar array in Franklin County that will provide Penn State
with 25% of its purchased electricity, across all campuses, over 25 years. IMAGE: LIGHTSOURCE BP

UNIVERSITY PARK, Pa. — Over the last 15 years, Penn
State has cut its carbon emissions by more than 35%, putting
the University ahead of schedule to meet its goal of reducing
greenhouse gas outputs to 80% below 1990 levels by 2050.
Now, President Eric Barron has created the Carbon Emissions
Reduction Task Force to reconsider Penn State’s greenhouse
gas emissions goal with a view toward setting a more aggressive target as well as a revised timeframe.
“Climate change is one of the most significant challenges
of our time, affecting every aspect of our lives — from the
weather to our food systems, economy and health,” said Barron. “Penn State is a leader in creating comprehensive solutions to mitigate the dangers of climate change. Not only do
we have some of the best and brightest scientists working on
these problems, but we are also committed to implementing
climate-smart practices right here on our own campuses.”
Comprising faculty members, staff members, and graduate
and undergraduate students, the Carbon Emissions Reduction
Task Force will identify and evaluate short- and long-term
operational strategies for lowering carbon emissions on all of
Penn State’s campuses. The group began meeting this summer and aims to share its recommendations by the end of this
year.
“While Penn State has made good progress toward lowering
its greenhouse gas emissions, scientific consensus suggests
that we need to move faster,” said task force co-chair Robert Cooper, senior director of energy and engineering in Penn
State’s Office of Physical Plant. “This task force will provide
new focus on determining what our reduction goals should be
and how and when we aspire to meet them.”
According to Cooper, energy use is the largest driver of Penn
State’s greenhouse gas emissions, costing the University more
than $30 million annually to provide heat, air conditioning,
electricity and hot water to its buildings and fuel for its vehicle fleet. The University has already reduced its greenhouse
gas emissions by 35% since 2005 through strategies designed
to use energy more efficiently, including installing equipment
for combined heat and power, which produces heat and energy from a single power source; investing in building energy
conservation projects; investing in renewable energy; and
switching to more fuel-efficient vehicles, among other things.
The University has been a leader in dramatically reducing its

•
•

greenhouse gas footprint. Recently, Penn State partnered with
Lightsource BP on the largest solar project in Pennsylvania
to advance energy security and sustainability goals as part
of the University’s Strategic Plan, which cites stewardship
of the planet’s resources as a key priority. The solar farms
in Franklin County are designed to produce more than 100
million kilowatt-hours of electricity in year one, supplying
25% of the University’s statewide electricity needs and lowering Penn State’s greenhouse gas emissions by 57,000 metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent (mtCO2e) per year, or
the equivalent of removing 12,100 fuel-burning cars from the
road. It will provide Penn State with estimated cost savings of
$272,000 in its first year and more than $14 million over the
25-year contract term.

•
•

Looking ahead, the task force will evaluate and recommend
ways to improve upon strategies that are already in place, as
well as identify new strategies. A few areas of exploration
include examining solutions to emissions related to electrical generation and purchase, thermal energy needs, travel and
transportation, farm and related operations, and potential effects of institutional policy changes.

•

Cooper noted that part of the task force’s charge is also to
assess options not only through the lens of being good environmental stewards but also as good financial stewards to
help enable long-term, cost-efficient strategies. “Our recommendations will strive to be specific, actionable, practical and
economically viable,” he said.
More than 95% of Pennsylvania’s residents live within 30
miles of a Penn State campus. “We are geographically positioned to be a role model for sustainability across the commonwealth,” said task force co-chair Timothy White, research
professor of earth and engineering sciences and sustainability
officer for the College of Earth and Mineral Sciences. “We
can make a direct impact through our operations, as well as
be a leader in developing a sustainable future for the residents
of Pennsylvania.”
In addition to being a leader within the commonwealth, Penn
State aims to be a leader in preparing students for a job market that increasingly values skills related to sustainability.
“Our students will have to deal with the environmental consequences of the actions that my generation and previous generations have taken,” said White. “By including students as
members of the task force, we can gain insight into ideas they

•
•
•
•

Charles Anderson, associate professor of biology
Shirley Clark, professor of environmental engineering,
Penn State Harrisburg
James Dillard, distinguished professor of communication arts and sciencess
Margot Kaye, associate professor of forest ecology
Armen Kemanian, associate professor of production systems and modeling
John Liechty, professor in the Smeal College of Business
Tom Richard, director of the Institutes of Energy and the
Environment
Mark Sentesy, assistant professor of philosophy
Paul Shrivastava, chief sustainability officer
Erica Smithwick, associate director, Institutes of Energy
and the Environment, and director, Center for Landscape
Dynamics
Sanjay Srinivasan, head of the Department of Energy
and Mineral Engineering

Staff
•

Erik Foley, director of the Center for the Business of
Sustainability, Smeal College of Business
Daniel Newhart, assistant vice provost for planning, Office of Planning, Assessment, and Institutional Research

Graduate students
•

•
•

Corey Hoydic, Graduate and Professional Student Association assembly delegate from the College of Earth
and Mineral Sciences, majoring in petroleum and natural
gas engineering
Natasha Sood, MD candidate, College of Medicine
Haley Stauffer, majoring in biorenewable systems

Undergraduate students
•
•

•
•

Corinne Coffey, marketing and communications committee chair of World Campus, majoring in criminal
justice
Sidney Przybylski, Council of Commonwealth Student
Governments Sustainability Committee member, Student Government Association Greater Allegheny president, majoring in engineering
Louise Shaffer, majoring in chemical engineering
Hudson Wagner, majoring in energy engineering
Sara LaJeunesse, Heather Hottle Robbins/Penn State News
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You’ve Made it to Campus! Now What?
These Tips Can Help You Navigate College Life
who took time off school during the pandemic, it isn’t easy
to navigate their first virtual or hybrid semester. In this
Life Kit episode, recent college grad Michelle Krallman
says reaching out to academic advisers or professors is key
to making a smooth transition. These professionals may
not only offer you advice but they might also be more lenient with and understanding of your situation.
You can work hard without burning yourself out.
College classes aren’t easy. To study smarter not harder,
cognitive scientist Pooja Agarwal suggests that students
should not only take information in but also draw it back
out. Her suggestions include taking handwritten notes or
creating flashcards and reading them out loud when reviewing for exams. For more tips, check out this episode
on taking useful notes and creating a study planner.
Friendships in college change all the time. It’s not your
fault.

The COVID-19 pandemic has forever changed student life
on college campuses.
It has been more than a year since universities closed
down their classrooms and transitioned to remote learning,
but many high school graduates and returning college students are constantly adapting to new campus or state-wide
regulations of in-person classes, testing and vaccination
requirements.
These big decisions may be out of your hands, but you can
still try to make the most out of your academic experience,
personal relationships and wellbeing on campus. For new
and returning college students, here are five Life Kit episodes that will guide you through this school year.

Congrats, you’re going to college! Now what?
You made it out of high school and plan on pursuing more
school — meaning it’s time to map out what you want
your college life to look like. Research shows that laying
a strong foundation your first year is key to signing up
for another and eventually, finishing your degree. This episode provides tips for enrolling in the right courses, finding a supportive community and connecting with mentors
in and outside the classroom.
We’re all still getting used to Zoom school.
It’s been more than a year since universities initially transitioned from in-person to remote classes. But for students

Returning to campus from a semester or year at home can
be challenging. If a reunion with a friend is feeling awkward, friendship expert Shasta Nelson recommends assessing your friendship through the “friendship triangle”
composed of consistency, positivity and vulnerability. You
may be able to adjust whatever sides are off balance, but a
friend, sometimes, is only present for a certain chapter of
your student life — and that is OK too.
Access university resources to help you navigate student loans.
From digging through your school’s financial aid packages to creating a realistic budget to exploring federal loans,
you have different avenues to pay for college. In this Life
Kit episode, Lauren Schandevel, a student at the University of Michigan, shares her experience going to school
on a budget. When feeling overwhelmed, remember that
you’ve made it to college — you belong there.
JANET W. LEE/NPR
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Field Hockey Team to Take Field for First Time Since 2019

The Quakers open their season today at noon against No. 5-ranked Louisville in Princeton, New Jersey, as part of
the ACC/Ivy League Conference Crossover.
line and observe, that you’re active while recovering.”
Speaking with Penn Today after practice on Sunday,
Fagan says she made a point to step up as a leader in
Banks’ absence and is focused this season on continuing to develop her leadership skills.
“I really want to help everyone, especially the underclassmen, feel comfortable,” she says.
Van Staden, the Red & Blue’s leading scorer in 2019
with seven goals and 14 points, says the team has been
working and training hard during the spring and summer, itching to get back on the field. Preseason was
tough during the dog days of August, but she says everyone came back to campus fit and ready to go.

Head Coach Colleen Fink addresses her players during a practice at Vagelos Field.

“Refreshing” is how Colleen Fink, head coach of the
field hockey team, says it feels to be back on the pitch
after a 21-month layoff because of the coronavirus pandemic.
“It feels good to be coaching,” she says. “It feels good
to be building those relationships and the rapport with
the players again.”
Preseason for Penn began on Aug. 18 and concluded
this past Sunday morning. Today at noon, the Red &
Blue open the 2021 season against No. 5-ranked Louisville, a Final Four team last season, in Princeton,
New Jersey, as part of the ACC/Ivy League Conference
Crossover.
Fink, in her 12th season leading the Quakers, and her
assistant coaches have had the unusual task of integrating two classes into the team this year: the Class of
2024, which has yet to play a game due to the pandemic, and the newly arrived Class of 2025. Central to the
team’s success, Fink says, is everyone moving forward.

“I think the freshmen and sophomore group has been
doing an incredible job from a physical contribution,
but it’s all about them taking it to the next level and
really being a force from the standpoint of leadership
and being more vocal on the field because they’re going to contribute,” she says. “They have to be ready to
contribute, and part of that is not just ball and stick. It’s

all the other intangible things that they need to bring,
and that’s the hardest piece when you lack experience. I
think it’s imperative that they take that next step.”
The Quakers, who finished 4-3 in conference in 2019
and 7-10 overall, are ranked third in the 2021 Ivy League
preseason poll. Junior defender Elita Van Staden, senior
forward Maddy Fagan, and senior forward Madison
Jiranek—the top three scorers on the 2019 team—are
back, as well as senior midfielder/defender Gracyn
Banks, who recently returned from Chile, where she
won a bronze medal for the United States at the 2021
Junior Pan American Championships.
Remotely under quarantine and in person during the
preseason, Fink says co-captains Fagan, Jiranek, and
Banks have shown exceptional leadership.
Banks, she says, has been a real force on the team,
driven toward team goals, and has kept everyone on the
same page. Fagan leads by example through her work
rate on the field and has become a more vocal leader,
especially in her communication and interaction with
the newer players. Jiranek will miss the upcoming season because of a knee injury, but Fink says she is still
contributing every day at practice, providing feedback
and staying engaged in all the drills.

“That’s really a good example to be set for other injured
athletes,” she says, “that you don’t just sit on the side-

“Coach has been saying that she wants to prepare us for
those doubleheaders we have on weekends,” she says.
“I definitely think we’re ready going into this weekend.”
On Sunday, Sept. 5, Penn takes on No. 1-ranked North
Carolina, the defending national champions, in Princeton, New Jersey. Apart from Princeton, one would be
hard-pressed to find a team with a more challenging
first two games.
Fink says naysayers and skeptics may question the rationale behind opening the season against two powerhouses and Final Four teams fresh off a season when
Penn didn’t compete, but she says the Ivy League is no
cupcake conference.
“The Ivy League, historically, has been the third-best
conference in Division I field hockey behind the ACC
and the Big Ten, so our conference is nothing to shrug
off,” she says.

Eric Sucar, Photographer
Greg Johnson/NPR
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Ten Films to Watch this September

(Image credit: Danjaq/ LLC / MGM/ Nicola Dove)

Nicholas Barber selects this month’s unmissable releases,
including the long-awaited return of Bond, a Sopranos prequel and a Cinderella musical starring Camila Cabello.
Dear Evan Hansen

edge that society – and, for that matter,
Disney cartoons – had moved on in the
intervening decades. Now, though, there
is another Cinderella that actually seems
to belong in the 21st Century. Written and
directed by Kay Cannon (screenwriter of
Pitch Perfect and director of Blockers),
the latest version has all you could want
from a classic fairy tale, including a fauxMedieval setting, a wicked stepmother
(Idina Menzel), a snooty king (Pierce
Brosnan) and queen (Minnie Driver),
and mice who transform into footmen
(one is played by the film’s producer,
James Corden). But it also has pop songs
on the soundtrack, a multi-cultural cast,
and Billy Porter as Fab G, a modern fairy godmother. Most
importantly, it has a Cinderella (Camila Cabello) who would
rather be a dress designer than a princess, so she doesn’t need
a handsome prince (Nicholas Galitzine) to help her live happily after.

reotypical martial artist who first appeared in 1973 to cash in
on Bruce Lee mania and the Kung Fu television series. But
now Shang-Chi is a big deal. Shang-Chi and the Legend of
the Ten Rings is the first of Marvel’s superhero blockbusters
to have an Asian lead character, and all of its main actors –
including Awkwafina, Michelle Yeoh, Tony Leung, and Simu
Liu as Shang-Chi himself – are Asian or of Asian descent.
Could this globe-trotting origin story mark a sea change in
terms of minority representation in Hollywood? Liu certainly
thinks so. “We are the underdog; the underestimated,” he
tweeted recently. “We are the ceiling-breakers. We are the celebration of culture and joy that will persevere after an embattled year. We are the surprise. I’m fired up to make history.”
Released on 3 September in the US, Canada, the UK and Ireland
Annette

On Amazon Prime from 3 September
The Alpinist

(Credit: Amazon Studios)
(Credit: Universal Pictures)

2021 is officially a bumper year for movie musicals, with
such high-profile toe-tappers as In the Heights, Annette, West
Side Story, Everybody’s Talking About Jamie, and Tick,
Tick... Boom! on the bill. One of the most anticipated is Dear
Evan Hansen, a teen drama about a lonely high-school boy,
Evan, who writes himself a motivational letter, and when his
classmate Connor kills himself, Connor’s parents mistakenly
believe that Evan’s letter was written by their son. The Tonywinning Broadway show was scripted by Steven Levenson
(who also wrote the screenplay for Tick, Tick ... Boom!), with
songs by Benj Pasek and Justin Paul (La La Land, The Greatest Showman). The film features Julianne Moore and Amy
Adams as Evan and Connor’s respective mothers, while Evan
himself is played by Ben Platt, who originated the role on
Broadway. He is now 27, but, as he told Clémence Michallon
at The Independent, he was still the right actor for the part. “I
created the role and I workshopped it and I did readings of it
and I did the out-of-town production and the off-Broadway
production… I really built it with the writers and a lot of me,
my rhythms, my voice and who I am is embedded in the character.”
Released on 24 September in the US and Canada, and 22 October in the UK and Ireland
Cinderella

(Credit: Red Bull Media House)

The dizzying feats of mountaineering in Free Solo may have
put you off documentaries about young men clinging to cliff
faces, but if you do still have a head for heights, then try The
Alpinist. The film’s fearless subject is Marc-André Leclerc,
who died in 2018. A shy, quiet, twentysomething Canadian
whose ascents are so bold that even Alex Honnold, the subject
of Free Solo, is in awe of him. “What I’m doing is on rock,”
says Honnold in the trailer. “And then I see Marc-André freesoloing on ice and snow...” The Alpinist chronicles Leclerc’s
attempts to conquer some of the world’s most intimidating
mountains. His fellow mountaineer and one of the film’s cinematographers Austin Siadak promises that the documentary
“is inspiring and aspirational, and I feel just about anyone can
relate to it”. Speaking to Climbing, he said: “my hands were
sweating when I watched Free Solo, but The Alpinist has moments where it is truly edge-of-your-seat, jaw-dropping disbelief.”

The Sparks Brothers ended on a triumphal note. Edgar
Wright’s documentary about his favourite band, Sparks,
tracked the art-pop duo’s 50-year career all the way to the
production of a long-nurtured film project. Since then, the
news has been even better. Sparks’ musical, Annette, premiered at the Cannes Film Festival in July, where its director, Leos Carax, was awarded the best director prize. The
film won’t be for everyone. It’s a surreal, satirical rock opera about a stand-up comedian (Adam Driver) and an opera
singer (Marion Cotillard) whose baby daughter happens to
be a wooden puppet. But Kristy Puchko at Polygon says that
Annette is “remarkable… an exhilarating collision of cinema,
live concerts, stage shows, and celebrity culture, shaken up
and let loose with abandon”.
Released on 3 September in the UK and Ireland
No Time to Die

Released on 10 September in the US and 24 September in
the UK
Shang-Chi and The Legend of the Ten Rings
(Credit: Danjaq/ LLC / MGM/ Nicola Dove)

(Credit: Amazon Studios)

Disney’s live-action Cinderella came out in 2015, but it
wasn’t much different from the 1950 cartoon. With its treacly
plot and its simpering, passive heroine, it refused to acknowl-

(Credit: Marvel Studios)

He used to be a minor comic character: a half-forgotten, ste-

At last! Its release has been delayed again and again, and before that its production was hampered by injuries, accidents
and the withdrawal of its original director, Danny Boyle. But
Daniel Craig’s final Bond movie is here – six whole years after the previous one, Spectre. Directed and co-written by Cary
Joji Fukunaga and with Phoebe Waller-Bridge in the writer’s
room (Fleabag / Killing Eve), the story is that 007 has retired
from MI6 to settle down with his girlfriend (Léa Seydoux),
leaving a new double-0 (Lashana Lynch) to save the world in
his absence. But his CIA buddy Felix Leiter (Jeffrey Wright)
persuades him to fight the devilishly named Lyutsifer Safin
(Rami Malek). Oh – and Blofeld (Christoph Waltz) is up to no
good, too. But the most intriguing aspect of No Time to Die
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is that it’s apparently a tear-jerker. “There’s a lot of emotion
in this Bond,” Seydoux revealed to C Magazine. “It’s very
moving. I bet you’re going to cry, if you like to cry. [When I
watched it,] I cried, which is weird, because I play in it.”

Cry Macho

Chicken and
Mushroom Risotto

Released on 30 September in the UK, Ireland and New Zealand, and 8 October in the US and Canada
The Duke

(Credit: Warner Bros/ Clare Folger)

(Credit: Pathe UK)

There is a moment in the first Bond film, Dr No, when Bond
spots Goya’s portrait of the Duke of Wellington in the villain’s lair. The joke was that the painting was missing at the
time, having been stolen from London’s National Gallery in
1961. But in reality, it wasn’t a Spectre mastermind behind
the theft. The painting was taken by an eccentric taxi driver and aspiring screenwriter, Kempton Bunton, as a protest
against the Government’s neglect of British pensioners. This
stranger-than-fiction heist yarn has now been made into a
loveable comedy drama directed by Roger Michell (Notting
Hill) and starring Jim Broadbent as Bunton, with Helen Mirren as Bunton’s wife. Jo-Ann Titmarsh writes in HeyUGuys
that The Duke tells “an incredible story very entertainingly...
thanks to the screenplay by Richard Bean and Clive Coleman, which whizzes along at a fine pace... It is as sweet as
the ginger snaps the Buntons dunk into their tea but is never
cloying.”

Clint Eastwood is 91 years old, but he isn’t ready to retire just
yet. The legendary actor directs and stars in Cry Macho, a
soulful contemporary western based on the novel by N Richard Nash. What’s even more amazing is that Eastwood was
due to star in Cry Macho back in 1988. Thirty-three years
later, he plays a washed-up rodeo rider who agrees to smuggle
a boy across the border from Mexico to the US, where he will
be reunited with his father (Dwight Yoakam). “It’s about a
man who has been through some hard times in his life and
then unexpectedly another challenge is brought to the foreground,” he explained to EW. “He would normally never do it
but he is a man of his word. He follows through. And it starts
his life over again.” Will Eastwood one day become the first
centenarian to direct and star in a Hollywood film? Don’t bet
against it.
Released on 17 September in the US and Canada
The Many Saints of Newark

Released on 17 September in the US and Canada
I Am Your Man

(Credit: Warner Bros/ Barry Wetcher)

(Credit: Curzon/ Benedict Neuenfels)

There is a long and icky history of films in which male scientists manufacture female-looking robots to satisfy their every need. I Am Your Man (named “I’m Your Man” in some
countries) is a rarity: a film about a male-looking robot designed to serve a woman. Directed and co-written by Maria
Schrader, this sharp sci-fi romance features Maren Eggert as
a divorced anthropologist who agrees to test-drive an android
that is programmed to be her perfect partner. The android
(Dan Stevens, speaking fluent German) moves into her home,
where he cooks, cleans, and does a lot more besides. But can
the anthropologist’s newfound happiness be real when her
partner isn’t? “The robot is a catalyst for self-reflection and
self-doubt in this comedy-drama that’s as thought-provoking
as it is funny,” says Anna Smith in Deadline. “And in an age
of isolation, social media and online dating, I’m Your Man
seems startlingly relevant.”
Released on 17 September in the US

A strong contender for the title of Greatest Television Series
Ever Made, The Sopranos concluded in 2007, and its iconic
star, James Gandolfini, died six years later. But that wasn’t the
end of the New Jersey gangster saga. The series’ creator, David Chase, has co-written a prequel that details how the teenage Tony Soprano is drawn into a life of crime by his beloved
uncle Dickie Moltisanti (Alessandro Nivola). Ray Liotta and
Vera Farmiga co-star, but the most fascinating cast-member
is Gandolfini’s son Michael Gandolfini, who plays the young
Tony. The film will give Sopranos fans a nostalgic frisson, but
it isn’t just about the past. Tony and Dickie’s story is intertwined with Newark’s race riots, which Chase witnessed firsthand in 1967. When he saw news reports of the George Floyd
protests in 2020, he realised how topical The Many Saints of
Newark was. “What was going through my head was ‘God,
it was still the same; I can’t believe it’,” he said to Matthew
Lynch at Vanity Fair.
Released on 22 September in the UK and Ireland, 23 September in Germany and 1 October in the US and Canada

Nicholas Barber/ BBC
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Preparation time: less than 30 mins
Cooking time: 30 mins to 1 hour
Serves: Serves 4
A really creamy, rich and delicious chicken and mushroom risotto.
Each serving provides 633 kcal, 24g protein, 55g carbohydrates (of which 4g sugars), 24g fat (of which 11.5g
saturates), 2g fibre and 1.5g salt.
Ingredients
•
2 tbsp olive oil
•
350–400g/12–14oz skinless chicken breast fillets,
cut into roughly 2cm/¾in chunks
•
50g/1¾oz butter
•
1 brown onion, finely chopped
•
250g/9oz chestnut mushrooms, quartered
•
2 garlic cloves, crushed
•
1 bay leaf
•
250g/9oz risotto rice, such as carnaroli or arborio
•
150ml/5fl oz dry white wine
•
950ml/32fl oz hot chicken stock (fresh or made
from 1½ chicken stock cubes)
•
75g/2¾oz Parmesan, finely grated
•
salt and freshly ground black pepper
•
freshly chopped parsley, to serve (optional)
Method
1. Heat the oil in a wide saucepan or flameproof casserole over a medium–high heat. Season the chicken
with a little salt and lots of pepper and add to the
pan. Fry for 4–6 minutes, turning occasionally, until
lightly browned and cooked through. Transfer to a
plate.
2. Return the pan to the heat and add half the butter,
the onion and mushrooms and fry for 5 minutes,
stirring regularly, until the onion is softened and the
mushrooms are lightly browned. Add the garlic and
bay leaf and cook for 1 minute, stirring.
3. Add the rice and cook for 20–30 seconds, stirring
constantly, then pour in the wine and boil until reduced by half.
4. Add a ladleful of the hot stock and stir well. Cook,
stirring constantly, until the liquid has almost disappeared. Continue adding stock a ladleful at a time,
stirring constantly and simmering until absorbed,
for about 15 minutes, or until the rice is tender and
creamy, with a slight bite.
5. Return the chicken to the pan along with the final
ladleful or two of stock and cook, stirring, for 3
minutes, or until hot throughout. The risotto should
look quite sloppy at this point, but it will continue
to absorb the stock. (Add a splash more just-boiled
water if your risotto is looking dry.)
6. Remove the pan from the heat, stir in the Parmesan
and remaining butter. Cover with a lid and leave to
stand for 5 minutes. Before serving, stir well, and
scatter with the parsley, if using.
Justine Pattison/BBC Food
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Can Dogs Get Food Poisoning?
of dead or decaying items found
in the woods or on the side of the
road.
These items can carry some serious bacteria or parasites that can
cause tummy upset and, in some
cases, very serious illnesses.
Fecal Matter
Fecal matter of any variety (which
seems to be SO tempting to so
many dogs) can cause some serious stomach upset.
Recalled Dog Food or Treats

In humans, we think of food poisoning as being the ingestion of food that is contaminated with bacteria, viruses,
parasites or the toxins from these agents, which, in turn,
make us sick.
The most common signs of food poisoning in people are
nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, fever and abdominal pain—all
starting within a few hours of eating the offending item.
Certainly anyone who has owned a dog has probably experienced the “joy” of some of these symptoms when their
dog eats something he shouldn’t have. So, if our dogs are
experiencing similar symptoms, it must be food poisoning
as well, right?
Can Dogs Get Food Poisoning?
Well, the straightforward answer to this very simple question is yes … and also no.
Food poisoning in dogs is a bit of a more nuanced issue.
More often than not, it isn’t a true case of food poisoning,
but rather an inappropriate food that’s not sitting as well as
it could or should.
Veterinarians affectionately refer to this condition as “garbage gut,” since dogs are so prone to enjoying forbidden
treasures.
But there are still several items that can cause true food
poisoning in dogs.

You should also keep an eye out
for recalled dog foods or treats,
which can cause your pup to get
sick. You can check the petMD pet
food recall list or the FDA website
for listings on pet food recalls.
Raw/Undercooked Food
Although it is a recent diet fad, raw/undercooked meat, eggs
and bones can cause significant illness if not handled properly. In addition to being able to cause food poisoning, bones
can also potentially create foreign bodies that require surgical
removal.
Symptoms of Food Poisoning in Dogs
Generally, the symptoms of food poisoning in dogs include
some combination of vomiting, diarrhea, reduced appetite,
lethargy and dehydration. Some animals may show some neurological signs such as a lack of coordination, tremors and, in
severe cases, even seizures and collapse.
Depending on what your dog ate, how much and how sensitive they are, the signs and severity may vary. Probably the
most common symptoms of food poisoning in dogs tend to be
vomiting and diarrhea.
What Can You Do for Food Poisoning in Dogs?
As a rule, try fasting your dog for 24 hours when they start
vomiting—offer water, but no food.
If they continue to vomit during that period of time, they need
to have a veterinary exam. If the dog doesn’t vomit in those
24 hours, but then begins to vomit again after the 24-hour
fast, they need to see a veterinarian.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Alcohol
Chocolate
Coffee
Macadamia nuts
Nuts
Milk/dairy
Onions, chives and garlic
Salt and salty snack foods
Xylitol (often found in sugar-free gums and candies)
Yeast dough
Cat food (very high in fat)

Some of these may be safe in small amounts, while others
can prove deadly in tiny amounts. Make sure you keep these
items, and all human foods, safely stored where dogs cannot
access them.
Table Scraps and Sidewalk Snacks
Additionally, some dogs are more sensitive than others, so
what is a small amount of human food for one dog may be
enough to make another dog sick.
Pay attention on your walks to make sure that your pup
doesn’t get ahold of things like pizza remnants that spilled
out of a trash can or other types of sidewalk snacks.
Some people also like to share table scraps with their dogs,
but for the dogs, those scraps are frequently more fatty than is
healthy for the average canine.
For dogs that are sensitive to fat, even a small snack (whether
given as a table scrap or picked up on a walk) such as a wedge
of cheese, hotdog or piece of chicken skin is enough to cause
inflammation of the pancreas (an organ that secretes digestive
enzymes in dogs). This can lead to a severe bout of pancreatitis with vomiting or diarrhea.
Although the symptoms of pancreatitis may be similar to food
poisoning in dogs, it is often much more severe, and can even
be fatal.
Overall, it is safest to ignore those begging eyes and paws
and stick to a healthy bowl of kibble. If you would like to
introduce some new foods to your pup’s diet, always check
with your veterinarian first!
Tips for Preventing “Garbage Gut” in Dogs
Put away anything that isn’t safe, lock up the trash and don’t
leave foods out on the counter that your dog may try to grab.
You should also let guests know not to feed your dog table
scraps or other human foods.

If at any time your dog starts vomiting water, seems miserable
or shows any neurologic signs at all, take them to an emergency clinic or your veterinarian immediately.

Check your yard regularly to be sure there aren’t any potentially hazardous snacks there. If you are headed to an area
that you can’t scout for risks, keep your dog on a leash. This
will help you to control what you dog has access to and help
prevent potential problems.

It is always safer to have your pet checked out by a vet. Treatment is simpler, more effective, and likely, less expensive
when done early. Plus, we can save your pup a lot of tummy
grumbles.

Always use a leash when you walk your dog to make sure
they can’t find forbidden snacks along the way. Ideally, you
can also teach your dog to “drop it” in case they do get ahold
of something toxic.

Our dogs might consider garbage to be a canine delicacy,
but these contaminated items should be off-limits for our
furry family members. Any rotten or moldy foods can
cause food poisoning in dogs.

Food Poisoning vs. Food Toxicity

For this reason, you also need to make sure that your kitchen compost pail and outdoor compost pile are inaccessible
to pets. I once treated a dog that ended up passing away
after he raided the neighbor’s compost pile.

Human Foods That Are Toxic for Dogs

Some dogs have bombproof tummies—my Lab once ate a
jar of baby food (jar, lid, baby food and all!). Other animals
just look at something they shouldn’t eat and are sick—my
Cocker Spaniel could ONLY eat a certain prescription dog
food for most of her life without getting ill.

Garbage can also contain bacteria that can lead to more
serious illnesses.

Some human foods can even cause serious health complications, which is why it is always best to discuss your dog’s diet
with your veterinarian.

True Causes of Food Poisoning in Dogs
We need to be cognizant of what our furry family members
have access to around the home or when they’re outside.
Here are a few things that can actually cause food poisoning in dogs:
Garbage and Compost

Dead Animals
You will want to make sure that your dog cannot get ahold

Sometimes, what you think are symptoms of food poisoning
in dogs may actually be signs of food toxicity.

There are many human foods that can cause gastrointestinal
upset in dogs without actually being food poisoning.

Items that cause food toxicity in dogs include:

Knowing your pet and which food(s) they may be exposed to
will go a long way in preventing foodborne illnesses!
Dr. Sandra Mitchell, DVM/PetMD.com
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